All Glozy be to God. 


TH OM AS Uunworthy Biſhop of Bath aid' 
Wells, to the Miniſter- o 
wiſheth a Multiplication of Merc Y, a P euce, 


and Eove. 


Revcrend Brother, h 
| Leſſed be God, who hath put ſuch a thing as this into the King's 
heart, itt imitation of the vivine goodneſs, to receive into : 
' His Gzactous Pyotection the French Pyoteſtants, who have 
tatelp taken refuge tn His Kingpom, and to grant Hfs Letters: 
Patents, . the ſecond time, to [icenſe and authoztze them to ask and . 
receive the alms and Charitable contributions of His loving Suh- 
jects, and to require and command alt Biſhops to give a particular - 
recommendation and command to all Parſons, Uicars and Curates : 
_ their Dioceſes, to advance this (ſo ptous and Charitable a : 
mo 


Since then Hi is Majeſty i 15 pleaſed, Chiefly to recommend the pur- 
ſuit of theſe His Letters Patents, to the Paternal 'care and Jh- 
ſpection of the Biſhops, God forbid that I, who am lifted up above 
my Betters, to the Paſtoral Chair, fliould fail, in tully aniwecring the - 
Intentions of ſo Royal and God- like a Charity. 
A. You-.1 


(2) 


You well know the laſt time His Majeſty's Letters Patents were 
ſent down, in behalf of theſe our Calamitous Neighbours, what un- 
chriſtian reports were ſpread about the Country concerning them, 
which made the Charity of many grow ſtark Cold, and which 
carried in them two palpable CharaQers of the Devil that invented 
them: the Lyer was not onely notorious in them, but the Murtherer 
alſo, Infomuch that when the poor and the needy cried for bread, the e- 
nemy of mankind endeavoured by this means, to withhold it from them. 
God give Repentance to all perſons, who did either raiſe, or propa- 
gate, or credit thoſe Diabolical reports; God avert from their Souls 
f 'tq $heny who are not \grifued" for the 


that way winch is threatned+ 
_Y Jopoph. 


/ T do therefore require you, deliberately and affectonately to 
_ publiſh and declare, the tenour of Þis Yajeſtys Letters Patents in 
your Pariſh; and the rather becaufe they are lo excellently Pennfd, 
that the deliberate and affeRionate- publication of them, will farniſh 
all people with very proper motives and inducemnents to, an Enlarged 
Charity, and will ſufficiently confute all thoſe Murtherous lies, which 
have been forg'd in Hell to obſtruct it. For you will ſee that the 
perſons commended to our tender regard, are French, who have here 
taken Refuge,and in that reſpe& are rangers in the laxd and they are 
Pooteſtants too, ſuch who profeſs the ſame Belief with us; you will 
ſee that they are diſtreſſed, and reduced to extream wants, both thep 
. and their Familtes, that their Condition is deplozable, that a gregt 
many are fill under preſſing neceſſities, that ſince the laſt Collection, 
Gzeat numbers have, and do till datly come over, that the publick 
ſtock collected by the laſt Bztef Has been faithfully expended, and 
that ſtock now failing, without farther ſupplies they muſt inevitably 
periſh; and what ſhall now be contributed, we have all the Reaſon 
in the world to be aſſured, ſhall be as faithfully expended as the 
former, and that too without any Diſtinction. 


Upon theſe and the like conſiderations, I require you, earneſt(y 
to perſuade, erhozt and ſfir up the people committed to your care, 
to contribute - freely and chearfully towards the Relief of theſe 
diſtreſſed Chiiſtians, and I beſeech you to enforce your exhortations 

| with your own Example, and as far as your Condition permits to 
| | give 


(3) 
give very liberal Alms your ſelf. We are enjoyned by God to doe good 
to all men, eſpecially to thoſe who are of the Houſehold of Faith, and 
when we ſee ſuch great numbers of our Brethren, in ſo very great 
want, Charity obliges all Chriſtians to be fervent in their Prayers 
for them, and not onely to pray for them, but according to their 
abilities to be bountifull towards them. 


This is a duty which frequently occurs in holy Scripture : our 
Tranſlation calls it Hoſpitality ; but the Original ſignifies /ove to 
Strangers : the Primitive Chriſtians were molt Exemplary in this 
kind of Charity, and the Apoſtle urges this powerfull argument to 
encourage us to it. Be mot forgetful/ to entertain Strangers : for 
therety ſome have Entertained Angels unawares. Remember them 
that are in bonds as bound with them : and them which ſuffer adver- 
fity as being your ſelves alſo in the body. It is a great honour to 
have Angels, as Abraham had, for our Gueſts. But our Saviour offers 
us a greater, which is to Entertain diſtreſſed Chriſtian Szrangers, 
whom he calls His Brethren. For in taking ſuch Strangers into our 
bouſes, we take in our Saviour himſelf, who is God Bleſſed for 
ever: ſo that were I put to my Choice, I had much rather Entertain 
the Stranger than the Angel. 


God of his Infinite mercy open all our bowels towards theſe 
diſtreſſed Szrangers, and Brethren of Chriſt, that in the great day 
of ſeparation Chriſt may ſet us at His right hand, and ſay thole 
tranſporting words to us, Come ye bleſſed of my Father, Inherit the 
Kingdom prepared for you from the Foundation of the World, for 
I was a ſtranger and ye took me in. 


Tour affeftionate 
From the Palace in Wellr. 
April 14th, 1688. 


Friend and Brother, 


Tho. Bath and Wells. 
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